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Parish Post 

A publication of Reformation Lutheran Church and Childcare 
With a heart for the city and beyond 

Reformation to begin master-planning process 
 

  ñNow the work begins in earnest,ò 
stated Pastor Nickols.  ñThis is the moment 
many of us have been waiting for,ò he contin-
ued. 
 The work that will begin in earnest is 
the master-planning process that will lead to-
ward the development of a new facility for 
Reformation Lutheran Church and Childcare. 
 Beginning on Monday, January 22 at 6 
p.m., Andy Cronan, one of two vice-
presidents at Guernsey-Tingle Architects, 
and Brad Sipes, who is a staff architect with a 
specialty in church design, will meet with the 
Building Committee to begin the  
ñbrainstormingò process and to prioritize the 

needs and 
wants in the new facility. 
 ñThe big event,ò Nickols stated, ñis 
the on-site retreat beginning Friday, Feb-
ruary 16 at 7 p.m. This retreat is about 
coming together as a community of faith to 
learn the ñins and outsò of why we gather 
to worship the way we do.ò  Nickols ex-
plained, ñChristine Reinhard, a licensed 
liturgical consultant, will lead the retreat.ò 
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Reinhard was on the writing team for Principles of Worship, the publica-
tion that covered the use of language in the Christian assembly, music, 
preaching, and worship space in preparation for the Evangelical Lu-
theran Worship, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americaôs new wor-
ship resource.  Reinhard helped to write the section on ñWorship Space 
and the Christian Assembly.ò 
 In a conference call on Wednesday, January 3, Cronan, Nickols 
and Reinhard discussed the format of the on-site retreat (see page 37 
for the schedule).  Reinhard stated, ñThe session on Friday evening is 
primarily for the Building Committee and the church staff, including the 
parish secretary.ò  She continued, ñThe sessions on Saturday and Sun-
day are for the assisting ministers, communion assistants, acolytes, 
ushers, lectors, acolytes, altar care, musicians, staff, catechists, mem-
bers of the various ministries and any who are interested.ò 
 Reinhard emphasized, ñIt is crucial that as many people as are 
able participate in the retreat.  If a person canôt come to all the sessions, 
I encourage him or her to come to the ones he or she can. This is not 
only an informative event, but also transformative.ò  
 On Sunday, February 18, during the Learning and Living Centers 
at 9:30 and 11 a.m., Reinhard will offer a power point program on 
ñSacred Art and Images for Lutherans.ò 
 

Birthday party for Jesus 
by Linda Lamma 
 

 On Sunday, December 24 during the Learning and Living Center 
at 11:00 am, the children participated in a birthday party for Jesus. The 
children acted out the Christmas story and sang songs. Then everyone 
worked together to decorate wrapping paper and to wrap sets of note-
cards for the independent living residents at Mennowood. The party 
ended with eating ice cream and cake and playing a game. 
 

 The pictures on the notecards were drawn by the elementary chil-
dren during the Learning and Living Center a few weeks before Christ-
mas.  The notecards were delivered to Mennowood later in the day.  



  

 

Receiving into membership On Sunday, December 

17, 2006,  Pastor James P. Nickols, and Assisting Minis-
ter, Dorothea Cloud-Gary, welcomed Don and Darla Wil-
mot into Reformationôs partnership in the gospel at the 
11:00 a.m. service. Don, who recently retired from the 
United States Army Band, and Darla, who is in the U.S. 
Army Band at Fort Monroe, Hampton, VA, reside in New-
port News, VA. 

Left to right, Dorothea Cloud-Gary, Don and Darla Wilmot and  Pastor James P. Nickols 
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Renowned artist Shirley Kyllo offers gift Shirley Kyllo donated Christ-
mas cards to Reformation Lutheran 
Churchôs youth as a fundraiser.  Ms. 
Kyllo had five different designs including 
Mary, Joseph and Jesus, Christmas 
trees and angels.  Card sales totaled 
$650.  Thrivent will match the funds.  All 
funds will be put toward the purchase of 
a defibrillator for the church and child-
care center. 
 

Kylloôs love for art began in childhood.  
Her art has been in churches and art shows.  Copying the great masters 
is her first love, and her preferred medium is oil paint. 
 

Kyllo and her husband John met at the Lutheran Bible Institute in CA.   
After they were married, John attended Luther Seminary in St. Paul.  He 
served in ministry for thirty-three years.  She has lived all over the coun-
try, including on an Indian Reservation. Kyllo currently resides in Men-
nowood. 

SAVE THIS DATE!  

Sunday, 27 May 2007 

  

The Feast of Pentecost 

  

Affirmation of Baptism 
(Confirmation) 

 

 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Bishop James F. Mauney 
 Virginia Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

will preside  
and  

officiate at the affirmation of baptism (confirmation). 



  

 

Reformation inaugurates Ethics in Life Series 
 
Ethics in Politics  Sunday, January 21, 2007 
     4 p.m. 
Presenter:    The Honorable Mayor Joe S. Frank
     Mayor, Newport News 
 

On the national scene, professional 
politicians have been charged with 
abuse of their public office ï using 
their position to influence decisions 
that benefit themselves.  Locally, 
politicians have claimed residence in 
one distinct of the city in order to run 
for public office, but they resided in 
another district.  
 
Why is there such wide spread 
abuse among politicians?  Where is 
the ethical standard?  Can there be one? 
 
Mayor Frank will address ethics in politics. 
 
The Honorable Joe S. Frank was born in Newport News, Virginia to 
Dorothy Lilyan and Harry Frank. 
 
A product of the Newport News Public Schools, he graduated from 
Newport News High School in 1960. 
 
He received a B.A. in Foreign Affairs, with Honors, from the Univer-
sity of Virginia in 1964 and received his law degree from the Univer-
sity of Virginia Law School in 1967. 
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Frank has practiced law for more than thirty nine years in the City of 
Newport News. He is a partner in the law firm of David, Kamp & 
Frank. 
 
He was elected to Newport News City Council in 1988 and served 
as Vice Mayor from 1988 to 1990 and again in 1996. He currently 
holds the position of Mayor of the City, having been elected in May 
1996 and re-elected in May 1998, May 2002 and again in May 
2006. He was the first ñdirectly electedò Mayor of the City. 
 
Frank has continued his lifetime commitment to community service 
as a member of many boards, committees and task forces and has 
a record of strong support for various organizations throughout the 
region. He has personally supported a diverse range of community 
groups, volunteer associations and other works, and received nu-
merous recognitions and awards. He currently serves as Chair of 
the Mayor's Military Affairs Group; Chair of the Physicians Task 
Force; a Member of the Board of Directors for Hampton Roads Part-
nership; and a Member of the Hampton Roads Economic Develop-
ment Alliance, as well as numerous other organizations.  Mayor 
Frank is the recipient of many awards, including the Virginia Penin-
sula Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Citizen Award ï "Citizen 
of the Year"; National Conference of Christians and Jews Humani-
tarian Award; Colonial Virginia Council Boys Scouts of Virginia 
"Good Scout" Award. 
Frankôs vision for the future of Newport News is ñTo help make New-
port News a safe, healthy, comfortable place to live, work and raise 
a family.ò 
 
He is married to Jane Susan Glasser Frank. Their family includes 
three children ï Shelly, Missy and Jason; and seven grandchildren 
ï Justin, Jessica, Brooks, Madison, Sydney, Bryce and Carson. 



  

 

Ethics in Media  Sunday, February 4, 2007 
     4 p.m. 
Presenter:  Dr. Terry Lee 
   Associate Professor, English Department 
   Christopher Newport University, Newport News 
Journalism changed in the 1980s with the ad-
vent of 24-hour cable news, and it changed 
again in the late 1990s when newspapers be-
gan posting content on the web before printing it 
on paper. The pressure to get news on the air or 
web first is intense and can lead to problems 
with ñsourcing,ò attributing information accu-
rately and responsibly. The pressures of post 
9/11 ñgroupthinkò among journalists, moreover, 
put their credibility and reputations at stake. 
What if Iraq really did have Weapons of Mass 
Destruction? journalists wondered in the run-up 
to the war. Would a journalist want to look foolish for challenging the 
governmentôs claims? Is the news entertainment or news? Has the 
press lost its mandate to tell the truth so the public will have the informa-
tion it needs to be self governing? What are the ethics of news reporting 
in 2007?   
Dr. Terry Lee is an Associate Professor of English and Journalism at 
Christopher Newport University. He has taught news reporting, feature 
and narrative writing, editing and photojournalism for fifteen years. Be-
fore that he was a newspaper reporter for several years and a photogra-
pher in the U.S. Air Force. In addition to teaching journalism and British 
literature of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, he specializes in 
writing about masculinity and literature. His book "A New Path at Midlife: 
Transformative Relationship and Story for Men" has just been published 
by the Men's Studies Press. He is also a co-founder and co-editor of 
"DoubleTake/Points of Entry" Magazine, which publishes international 
journalism and photojournalism. 
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Exploring the cost of discipleship 
 
  In early April 1945, Dietrich  
Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran pas-
tor and theologian, was hung by the 
Nazi regime. 
 Bonhoefferôs was among only a 
few church leaders who opposed  
National Socialism. His efforts to add 
a group of Jews to escape to Switzer-
land led to his arrest and imprison-
ment in 1943. 
 At 21 years old, Bonhoeffer 
earned his doctorate.  His thesis, in 
the English translation, Communion of 
Saints drew the attention of Karl 
Barth.  It is a seminal book.  During 
his nearly 2 years in prison, he wrote 
The Cost of Discipleship.  He lays out 
the difference between ñcheap graceò 
and ñcostly grace.ò  Bonhoefferôs thinking was shaped by Christôs 
Sermon on the Mount. 
 For the next 6 Sundays, beginning January 21, at 9:30 and 11 
a.m., Bonhoefferôs book, The Cost of Discipleship will be discussed 
and its implications for living the Christian life will be explored.     
Before the study of the book, a documentary on Dietrich Bonhoef-
ferôs life was shown.   
 
 



  

 

Advent, Advent, ein Lichtlein brennt, erst eins, dann zwei, 
dann drei, dann vier, dann steht das Christkind vor der T¿r! 

 

(Advent, Advent, a candle burns, first one, then two, then three, then 
four, then stands the Christchild at the door) 

 Joyce Gunderlach, Reformationôs FaithWeaverôs Coordinator, 
helps the children open the advent calendar, which holds a special 
surprise for all the children at Reformation. Sandy Brockman built the 
Advent calendar, painted and adorned in a beautiful blue. Each day a 
Reformation church or childcare staff member visited the Advent cal-
endar with the children, read a scripture/prayer with them and passed 
out special Advent gifts for each child to enjoy. 
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 Mildred McDaniel Concert Series 5 
 

Norfolk State University Choir 

Sunday 

January 28, 2007 

4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 

Good Day Pastor Nickols 
 
This is just a brief note to thank you for sending me a copy of your 
ñParish Postò every month.  Even though I am not a member of your 
church I enjoy reading about what the Lord is doing through his peo-
ple in other places.  Yes, and I do enjoy seeing the furniture that we 
provided as well.  In a way, seeing our furniture makes me feel like I 
am a little part of Reformation Lutheran Church. 
 
 Have a wonderful holiday season! 
 
ñSetting The Industry Standardò 
New Holland Church Furniture 
Richard D Ragan 
Director, Marketing & Sales 
Cell 717-940-2805 
Office 800-648-9663 



  

 

 
      

 
 
 
 
 

          

 Happy Birthday 

January 2   Gabriel Allen                    
January 2   Kristi Trothen  
January 4   anne Bahr                        
January 5   steven Clark, Jr.              
January 7   mary ann Saunders         
January 9   bobbi Woolwine               
January 11   rita Evitts                         
January 12   Michael Korb, Jr.              
January 12   Kristina Sanders               
January 14   William Harris, jr.             
January 14   ann horton                       
January 15   danny Lubertazzi             
January 16   james Nickols                  
January 19   Cynthia Watson                
January 20   Emily Stoll                         
January 25   gladys Aungst                  
January 29   steven Clark, Sr.       
 

February 3  Lucas Farrants 
February 5  Pauline Mesimer 
February 8  Joy Heighes 
February 8  Shirley Kyllo  
February 16  Linda Lamma 
February 16  Scott Williamson  
February 19  Lori Braun  
February 26  Marlene Kennedy 
February 27  Patrick Myers  
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Did you know that nearly 12% of rural Americans go hungry every 
day? 3.5 percent of U.S. households experience hunger. Some peo-
ple in these households frequently skip meals or eat too little, some-
times going without food for a whole day. 9.6 million people, includ-
ing 3 million children, live in these homes.  Household Food Secu-
rity in the United States, 2003. 
 
Sunday, February 4, isnôt just Super Bowl Sunday.  Itôs Souper Bowl 
Sunday!  Reformation Lutheran Youth are registered with The  
Souper Bowl of Caring, an organization dedicated to providing relief 
from hunger by collecting canned goods and money.  In addition to 
collecting canned goods and monetary donations, Reformationôs 
youth will make and sell sandwiches, and all proceeds will be do-
nated to DUCO.  "The Souper Bowl of Caring provides a message 
of hope during this time of uncertainty," says Dr. Brad Smith, foun-
der and executive director of Souper Bowl of Caring. "This is about 
giving to help our neighbors in need, and joining hands to put Godôs 
love into action." 

http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/fanrr42/fanrr42_researchbrief.pdf
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/fanrr42/fanrr42_researchbrief.pdf


  

 

Norfolk State University concert choir to perform in  
Newport News 
 

 On Sunday, January 28 at 4 p.m., the Norfolk State University 
Concert Choir, under the direction of Dr. Carl W. Haywood, will per-
form at Reformation Lutheran Church and Childcare, Newport News, 
Va. 
 Norfolk State University Concert Choir is composed of two 
smaller choral groups: The Spartan Chorale, formed in 2002, and 
known as the ñPresidentôs Own,ò for the President of Norfolk State 
University and the Chamber Choir, created in 2003. 
 The Spartan Chorale, under baton of Dr. Haywood, performs 
motets and madrigals to jazz and gospel.  The Chamber Choir, di-
rected by Mr. Terry Butler, was formed to broaden the outreach and 
versatility of the choral programs. 
 Among the works to be performed, The Concert Choir will sing 
ñExultate Deoò by Hans Leo Hassler, ñJubilate Deoò by Orlando de 
Lasso, and ñO Clap Your Handsò by M. Thomas Cousins. 
 The Chamber Choir will perform ñAve Mariaò by N. Nathaniel 
Dett, and Paul Manzôs ñEôen So Lord Jesus Quickly Come.ò 
 The Spartan Chorale will sing ñOpen Thou Mine Eyesò by John 
Rutter and ñWalk Together Childrenò arranged by Henry Smith. 
 This is the fifth in Reformationôs Mildred McDaniel Concert se-
ries.  The concert is free and opened to the public.  During intermis-
sion, a free-will offering will be collected. 
 The next concert in the series will be Christopher Newport Uni-
versityôs Brass Choir under the direction of Dr. Mark U. Reimer, Asso-
ciate Professor and Chair of the Music Department on Sunday, Febru-
ary 25 at 4 p.m. 
 Reformation Lutheran Church and Childcare is located at 13100 
Warwick Boulevard, Newport News, Va.; one-quarter mile west of the 
intersection of Oyster Point Road and Warwick Blvd.  For more infor-
mation call 249-0374 or consult the web page 
(www.reformationlc.org). 

http://www.reformationlc.org/
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Rasmussen to speak at St. Stephen 
 

  Dr. Larry L Rasmussen, who was Reinhold 
Niebuhr professor emeritus of social ethics at Un-
ion Seminary, New York, and former a member of 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Manhattan, 
will be the Theologian-In-Residence at St. 
Stephen Lutheran Church, Williamsburg, Va. be-
ginning Friday evening, February 2 at 7 p.m., 
continuing on Saturday, February 3 at 9 a.m. to 
noon. 
 Rasmussen topic is ñTheology and Ecology: Christian Faith 
and Environmental Concerns.ò     The first presentation will ad-
dress ñChristian and Interfaith Communities Engaged in óEco-
justiceô Workò; the second, ñGlobal Warming and The Big 
Church,ò and the third, ñHuman Economy and Natureôs Econ-
omy.ò 
 Rasmussen was the Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social 
Ethics at Union Theological Seminary from 1986 until is retire-
ment in 2004.  In addition to Union Theological Seminary, he has 
taught at Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, D. C., and 
St. Olaf College, Northfield, Mn. 
 Rasmussen was graduated with a B. A. from St. Olaf and 
received his B. D. and Th. D. from Union Theological Seminary, 
New York.  He is a lay theologian in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. 
  He and his wife Nyla reside in Santa Fe, N.M. He is the 
author of Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Reality and Resistance 
(Westminster John Knox Press, rev. ed. 2005); Earth Commu-
nity, Earth Ethics (Orbis Books, 1998); and Earth Habitat: Eco-
Injustice and the Churchôs Response (Augsburg Fortress, 2001). 

https://www.ppcbooks.com/SearchResults.asp?Title=Dietrich%20Bonhoeffer
http://www.maryknollmall.org/description.cfm?ISBN=1-57075-186-2
http://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/item.asp?clsid=125739&isbn=0800632958


  

 

Dinner groups dine together On Friday, January 5, 2007 

the dinner groups joined each other in fellowship. Salads, 
main courses, desserts and beverages were shared. Joyce 
Gunderlach set a a beautiful table all in white and silver. ñThe 
next dinnergroup gathering  is being planned for early Juneò, 
said Gunderlach. 

Kaye Korb 

 

Kevin Garner with his mother, Marian. 

Garland Stewart and Jeff Stinson 

Joyce Gunderlach preparing the table. 
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 A Thank You 
 

"Thanks to all who joined us for our Epiphany Open House.  We 
enjoyed the fellowship it sparked, we think folks had a good time, 
and we certainly did, too!   
 
We were blessed by your presence.  The Gunderlachs" 

Learning and Living workshops (formerly Training Day) 
set for Saturday, February 24 
by Linda Lamma, Director of Christian Education 

 
Learning and Living Workshops will be held Saturday, February 24 
from 10:00 am ï 3:00 pm. Classes currently scheduled are teller 
training, assisting ministers training, a parenting class led by Pastor 
Gunderlach, a prayer beads class for adults and children led by 
Joyce Gunderlach, a class on osteoporosis led by Dr. Chip Triesch-
mann, Perusing the ELW with Janice Bunting, and a labyrinth set up 
for people to walk.   
 
Each class will last 55 minutes.  Childcare will be provided.  A 
schedule and a sign up sheet for classes, as well as lunch, will be 
placed in the information cove.  Lunches must be ordered by 
Wednesday, February 21.  Money for the lunches can be given to 
Michele in the church office.  For more information, contact Linda 
Lamma at 249-0374, e-mail llama.momma@cox.net or Pastor Grif-
fin at 249 -0374, e-mail pastorgriffin@reformationlc.org.  

mailto:llama.momma@cox.net
mailto:pastorgriffin@reformationlc.org


  

 

Enter Christmas at Reformation Parishioners of Reformation  
share the blessings of Christ, the love of fellowship and season of giving. 
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From left to right, Michele Flores, 
Patty Auer and Janice Mangus. 

On December 9, 2006, Joyce 
Gunderlach, left, to right, 
Patty Auer, Janice Mangus 
and Marcia Bevacqua met to 
exchange cookies and reci-
pes for the holidays. 




