
  

Reformation recognizes Newport News Police Department 
 

On Sunday, November 19, Reformation centered 
the worship services on recognizing the City of 
Newport News Police Department.  This was the 
second in a series of services to recognize various 
departments of Newport News Cityôs government. 
 Beth Hall, an officer in the police department 
and a member of Reformation, served as lector 
(reading the appointed lessons) at the 9:30 a.m. 
service.  Joining her was Jeff Wright, a master po-
lice officer assigned to the K-9 Unit. 
 Following the 9:30 a.m., Wright introduced 
the dogs, one Bloodhound and the other a Ger-
man shepherd, and explained how each dog was 

used.  The Bloodhound, explained Wright, was used for tracking lost or 
kidnapped children and adults with Alzheimerôs disease.  He stated that 
the Bloodhound would not be used to seek out criminals because it is not 

an attack. The German shepherd is em-
ployed for that purpose.  In addition, 
Wright explained, the German shepherd 
is used to seek out drugs or sniff for ex-
plosive devices. 
 ñThe dog (German shepherd) is ex-
pensive,ò stated Wright, ñit costs the tax 
payers 4 thousand dollars because it 
comes from Europe and is specially 
trained.ò  He continued, ñit also comes 
with a guarantee ï if the dog is not work-
ing out, we can return it.ò 

D
e
c

 2
0

0
6

 

Parish Post 

A publication of Reformation Lutheran Church and Childcare 
With a heart for the city and beyond 

 
New Dawn Pg    5     

The Wren Masters Pg  14  

Gunderlachôs call to serve Pg  16 

Reformation marks milestone  Pg  22 

 RMMCS meets Pg  30 
 

 Commitment Dinner 2006 Pg   35 



2 

Newport News Police  
K-9 shepherd being 
spoiled while on break.  

Newport News 
Police cruiser 
on display in 
front of Refor-
mation, Sun-
day, November 
19 in honor of 
Recognition 
Day. 

Wright told the group, ñThe dog stays with me at home.  I get an al-
lowance to feed the dog, take care of any medical expenses, and so 
forth.ò   
 There are five dogs in the three cityôs districts: north, central and 
south. Two units work the day shift and three units work the evening 
shift. 
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Officer M. E. 
"Beth" Bell 
next to her 
cruiser. 

Izzy, the bloodhound, 
showing off for Reforma-
tionôs children. 



4 

WebXemplar offers web page training 

 
  David Tabakin, from 
WebXemplar and who 
oversees the mainte-
nance of Reformationôs 
informational technology 
and the design of the 
new web page, offered a 
two hour training for 
Joyce Gunderlach, Faith-
Weavers coordinator; 
Michele Flores, Parish 
secretary; Kathy Wil -

          liamson, Childcare direc-
tor; Linda Lamma, director of Christian education; Melissa Eth-
ridge, Childcare assistant director; Pastor Cheryl Ann Griffin, 
associate pastor, and Pastor James P. Nickols, pastor on 
Thursday, November 3 from 9 to 11 a.m. 
 Tabakinôs mission was to train the staff on how to edit the 
web pages in order to update them.   
 Reformationôs web page continues to be refined.  Accord-
ing to Pastor Nickols, ñWebXemplar continues to be respon-
sive to the recommendations that we have received.ò  Nickols 
continued, ñWe have received and continue to receive e-mails 
from people who have viewed the web page telling us how 
great it is.ò 
 The web page may be viewed at www.reformationlc.org.  

http://www.reformationlc.org/
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New Dawn appears at Reformation 

 On Tuesday, All Hollowôs 
Eve (better known as Hallow-
een), New Dawn appeared at 
the door of Reformation to 
serve.  The five members of 
New Dawn are part of a num-
ber of teams of young people 
fielded by Youth Encounter, a 
Lutheran based organization 
in Minneapolis/Saint Paul, 
Min. 
  Linda Lamma, the director of Christian education, 
made the arrangements to have New Dawn serve for one week 
prior to their mission trip to Papua New Guinea. 
 The purpose of their visit was to highlight the relationship 
of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americaôs relationship with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua, New Guinea. 
 On Tuesday evening, the host families provided a meal for 

the five member team.  The fol-
lowing day, Emily Beckman, 24 
from Black Earth, Wis.; Eliza-
beth Lord, 24 from Sioux Falls, 
S.D.; Tara Oetting, 22 from St. 
Catherineôs, Ontario, Canada; 
Kyle Scobie, 21 from Blissfield, 
Mich., and Josh Tomac, 22,  

 
New Dawn continued page 8 

Left to right: Elizabeth Lord, Emily Beckman, Kyle Scobie, 
Tara Oetting and Josh Tomac. 
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Parish Post interviews New Dawn team 
 

The Parish Post submitted questions to each team member.  Four responded.   
 

1.  How did you learn about Youth Encounter? 
 

Josh Tomac:  ñI heard about Youth Encounter through a good friend of mine that I attended 
college with for two years.ò 
 

Kyle David Scobie:  ñMy church has hosted many teams for many years, and my brother was 
on a team a few years ago.ò 
 

Emily Beckman: ñWhile working at an ELCA camp, the Crossfire Team (Africa) came and did 
some ministry for the staff and I was really touched by their stories.ò 
 

Elizabeth Lord: ñA good friend of mine was on a Youth Encounter team last year.ò 
 

2.  What motivated you to become involved with Youth Encounter? 
 

JT: ñMy motivation for being involved was my love for music and kids.ò 
 

KS: ñI like music, I like to travel, and Iôm a Christian.ò 
 

EB: ñThe idea of giving up a whole year to serve only God and learn to trust in Him was a 
path that I knew I was ready for.  The lack of youth involved in my church encouraged me to 
help young adults find Christ.ò 
 

EL: ñSeeing the impact it had on my friendsô lives and the idea of traveling to new places 
sharing the love of Jesus Christ.ò 
 

3.  Is the experience what you thought it would be?  If so, how?  If not, why? 
 

JT: ñAbsolutely because I have been on a team in the past.  I was on Captive Free South 
Central.ò 
 

KS: ñThe experience has been great, because God hasnôt conformed his plan to my ex-
pectations.ò 
 

EB: ñYes and no.  Yes, in that itôs helping me to grow in my own personal relationship with 
God.  And, no, in that Iôm finding Jesus in more places than I could have ever imagined.ò 
 

EL: ñSo far yes.  But I know I will experience so much more.ò 
 

4. What are your goals?  What do you hope to accomplish? 
 

JT: ñI would love to become a better musician over the course of this year and have tons 
of fun.ò 
 

KS: ñTo humbly and fully trust and serve God, following his plan for my life.ò 
 

EB: ñMy goal is to devote my life to serving God in all that I do. And I hope to accomplish a 
life in Christ through service.ò 
 

 



7 

EL: ñTo strengthen my relationship with Jesus and to share the word and love of Je-
sus Christ with everyone I meet.ò 
 
5.  How has your experience been at Reformation? 
 

JT: ñIt has been a fun and positive experience.ò 
 

KS: ñRestful.ò 
 

EB: ñReformation has been wonderful.  The congregation has been very welcoming 
and encouraging.  I wish we could have been utilized even more, but hopefully next 
timeé.ò 
 

EL: ñHad a great time.  People here are wonderful.  Look forward to coming back.ò 
 

6.  When you do you leave for New Guinea?  What are you looking forward to do-
ing and seeing? 
 

JT: ñWe go to New Guinea in January, where I look forward to meeting people from 
an entirely different culture and sharing the love of Christ with them.ò 
 

KS: ñI am looking forward to meeting people there and seeing an area of the world 
not taken over by mankind.ò 
 

EB: ñIôm excited for fellowship and a sense of community in the villages.  I canôt wait 
to be immersed in the culture.ò 
 

EL: ñIôm excited to experience a new culture and spread the word and love of Jesus 
Christ.ò 
 

7.  What are you plans post-Youth Encounter? 
 

JT: ñQuite honestly, I donôt have a clue of what my plans are after this year other 
than trusting in God will guide me in that decision.ò 
 

KS: ñI want to go back to college, graduate, and be a teacher.ò 
 

EB: ñI have absolutely no idea!  Iôm hoping to continue in the field of missions, where 
that will lead me is up to God.ò 
 

EL: ñNot sure, yet.  I will have to see what God has planned for me.ò 
 

 8.  Is there anything you would like our readers to know about you? 
 
 

JT: ñI love kids, Mt. Dew, pizza, and singing fun sing-a-longs J.ò 
 

KS: ñI love Dr. Pepper, but not eggs.ò 
 

EB: ñPray for the people of Papua New Guinea and for those seeking Godé.ò 
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New Dawn, continued from page 5. 
 

from Portland, Oregon, visited the children at the Childcare 
Center and offered them a concert.  In the evening, Reforma-
tion parishioners provided a shared-meal prior to the concert. 
 At the concert, the group performed Christian music in Pi-

geon English and in the 
native language of New 
Guinea.  Nearly 30 peo-
ple attended the concert. 
 On Thursday, New 
Dawn visited Mennowood 
and performed a number 
of songs for the resi-
dents.   
 On Sunday, they 
participated in the 9:30 

a.m. service, which is a blend of contemporary music with the 
traditional liturgy and 
they assisted with the 
Learning and Living 
Center. 
 New Dawn is an   
international team of 
young adults who minis-
ter throughout the United 
States and Papua New 
Guinea for one year.   
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 They offer a faith-encouraging program of music, testi-
monies, drama and puppetry. 
 
 

 New Dawn will reprise their visit to Reformation in July.  
They will assist with Reformationôs Vacation Bible School 
that will focus on our partnership with Papua New Guinea. 
 

 Youth Encounter was incorporated in 1965 as a non-
profit religious organization, Youth Encounter is an evan-
gelical and confessional Christian organization that began 
by sending a music ministry team to Scandinavia. Rooted in 
the Christian Scriptures and shaped by the Lutheran tradi-
tion, Youth Encounter has now grown into a global ministry 
serving churches of many denominations in the United 
States and over 40 other countries. 
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Lutherans gather to experience new hymnbook 

 
  More than 176 peo-
ple from 19 Evangelical 
Lutheran in Church of 
America congregations in 
Hampton Roads ï and be-
yond ï gathered to learn 
and experience the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) hymnal at 9 a.m. 
on Saturday November 4 
at Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church, Hampton, Va.  Seven people attended from Reforma-
tion.The Rev. Jean Bozeman, the assistant to the Virginia 
Synod Bishop, ELCA, for eastern Virginia, Mr. Kevin Barger, di-
rector of music ministries at Epiphany Lutheran Church, Rich-
mond, Va., and Ms. Terry Larson from Apostlesô Lutheran 
Church, Gloucester, Va. served as the facilitators for the work-
shop. 
 After Pastor Bozeman convened the gathering for worship, 
the large group was divided into groups to view a video of the 
Mark Hanson, the ELCAôs presiding bishop, introducing the new 
hymnal resource and placing it within the context of todayôs cul-
tural diversity. 
 Following Bishop Hansonôs video presentation, the two 
groups reconvened in Gloria Deiôs nave (worship center). 
 Pastor Bozeman identified ñthe gems of the ELW,ò such as  
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the entire collection of 
Psalms, a three-year lection-
ary, 10 settings for Holy Com-
munion, a healing service 
(that was formerly in the Oc-
casional Services for pastors), 
and Lutherôs Small 
Cathechism.   
 Barger spent an hour 
moving carefully through Holy 
Communion Setting One, a 

new arrangement by Mark Mummert, Robert Buckley Farlee 
(who was in seminary with Pastor Nickols and Pastor Gunder-
lach) and Thomas Pavlechko. 

 During the second half of the work-
shop, Barger introduced the other nine 
settings of Holy Communion.  Holy Com-
munion Setting Two was significantly re-
vised by Marty Haugen who composed 
the setting for Renewing Worship.  Holy 
Communion Setting Nine is by Joel 
Martinson, also revised from Renewing 
Worship.  Barger emphasized that team  
assembling the hymnal listened carefully 
to the responses made on the surveyôs 
and that were received by E-mail.  Set-
tings Three, Four and Five are from the 
Lutheran Book of Worship and, in the  

 
 



12 

case of Setting Five, from both the LBW and the Service Book 
and Hymnal (SBH).  Setting Three is from LBW Setting 1, Setting 
Four is from LBW Setting 2.  The service music for the other set-
tings include a wide range of materials from ecumenical and 
world sources: Setting Six if from the African American worship 
resource This Far by Faith; Setting Seven is from the Spanish 
language resource Libro de Liturgia y Cantico; Setting Eightôs 
music is from more recent popular genres and Setting Tenôs mu-
sic is based upon common metrical hymn tunes. 
 Barger stated, ñThis is the best hymnal resource the church 
has ever produced.ò  He punctuated that comment with, ñThe 
book is selling so fast because congregations in The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod are buying them.ò 
 The final session introduced the services for Holy Baptism, 
Daily Prayer, and Life Passages, Lent and the Triduum (Good 
Friday, Holy Saturday, and 
Easter Sunday). 
 Judith Amdal, Amy Stoll, 
Bob Brockman, Joyce Gun-
derlach, Bill Oshel, Linda 
Lamma, and Pastor Nickols 
participated in the workshop. 
 Amdal stated, ñI thought 
the music was easy to sing 
even for non-musicians.ò  
Stoll observed, ñI am glad 
to see that the ELCA is al-
lowing congregations to  

Left to right: Joyce Gunderlach, Bill Oshel, Judith Amdal, 
Amy Stoll, Linda Lamma, Janice Bunting and Bob Brockman 


